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Faces of Israel
I have just had the opportunity to see a wonderful documentary by
producer/director Amy Beth Oppenheimer called Faces of Israel. This low
budget film is an educational tour de force of views by the wide spectrum
of Jews spanning virtually all segments of Israeli society.

Among the issues addressed are those that are frequently covered here and
include: the Israeli Chief Rabbinate, marriage, single sex unions,
conversions, heterodox movements in Israel, and the inter-action between
secular and religious Jews - among many others.

Those interviewed were all members of Israel society. They included
Ashkenazi Chief Rabbi Yona Metzger, A female Mesorati (Conservative)
rabbi, a Reform rabbi, a Sephardi rabbi, and various Israeli citizens of
different stripes: Charedi, Daati, secular, and homosexual.

It also included lengthy interviews of the leaders of Itim – an American led
organization and Tzohar, and Israeli one. These two organizations were
created to deal with people unhappy with the Israeli Rabbinate – mostly in
matters of marriage.

There was a lot of discussion of the Israeli Rabbinate, and the
disagreements between it and Itim and Tzohar. All seemed to agree that
the Israeli rabbinate was lacking in matters of interpersonal relationships.
They act in a far too functionary an impersonal, cold way. Some of the
members of the Rabbinate interviewed seemed to concede this fact. This
caused a great many people to be disaffected with the rabbinate. Which
seems to be why Itim and Tzohar were created.

I found it fascinating to hear their views although I was not really
surprised by what they said. It corroborated many things I have said here.
For example the secular couple said that they thought buses and private
cars should be permitted to operate on Shabbos in cities that had sizable
secular populations - but that secular Jews should respect religious
sensitivities and not go into religious neighborhoods.

There was no animosity or hatred by them against Charedim at all. There
was an attitude of respect - and a belief in their right to be religious and
live in religious environments – as long as their lives would not be unduly
inconvenienced. So if a street in a Charedi neighborhood was closed for
Shabbos, that was fine with them. But if an entire city was closed to traffic,
that would be unfair. Almost all of them expressed the desire to keep the
character of the State Jewish.
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Should civil marriage be sanctioned in Israel? Should the Israeli
Conservative and Reform Rabbinate be permitted 'a say' in life-cycle
events? What about Halachic conversion or marriages performed by a
Conservative rabbi? A Reform rabbi? Is there really a need for three
separate Orthodox rabbinic organizations: the Israeli Rabbinate, Tzohar
and Itim? How should homosexuals be treated? Same sex marriage?

All these questions are asked and discussed at length in this fine
documentary. If one really wants a picture of what is on the minds of
Israeli Jews this is your film. It is well worth the price of admission.

I am told it has the endorsement of many religious figures including
leaders of Orthodox, Conservative, and Reform movements. I can certainly
understand why. Kudos to director Oppenehimer on her first major
project.
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