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The materials below are a small sampling of the Faces of Israel
educational resources. The full materials include instructions and

extensive additional information for every category below.

These SAMPLE materials are proprietary to Faces of Israel and have been made available as a courtesy
to potential customers. Please only use these materials in conjunction with an institutional screening

license, which can be purchased at www.facesthemovie.com/order/.

LETTER FROM THE DIRECTOR

Dear Fellow Educator,

Thank you for your interest in bringing Faces of Israel to your community or
classroom!  The Faces of Israel documentary is a key part of the program that we
offer, however the accompanying educational materials and resources are
equally important  in developing an exciting and meaningful program for your
audience.

Faces of Israel is a strong educational tool that can be used as a springboard to
discuss many different topics, such as Jewish identity, religious pluralism,
democracy and civil rights.  It is important for you to think about what topics you
would like to focus on, what type of conversation you would like to start and what
you would like your audience to get out of the program.  I strongly recommend
showing a maximum of three or four chapters at a single event in order to leave
time to properly introduce the subject and reflect and discuss following the
viewing.

When you finish reading this letter, you may wish to skip to page six of the
document to get some ideas of ÒopenersÓ: how to present the film, how to get
your audience interested and how to frame the discussion.

If the presentation will be at an introductory level or to a younger audience, you
may wish to run a full program around Chapter 2: Israel as a Jewish State.  If
youÕre working with a college group, you may want to highlight the sections on
civil unions (Chapter 4) and same sex unions (Chapter 9).  Pluralistic groups may
wish to screen the pieces on the Israeli Chief Rabbinate (Chapter 3), Tzohar and
Itim (Chapter 5) and Masorti and Reform Judaism in Israel (Chapter 8).  Of
course, feel free to supplement the screening with a recent op-ed or news article
from our Additional Resources section.
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An important part of having an interactive program is letting your audience guide
the conversation.  I like to select one or two chapters of the film to screen, and
allow the audience to choose a third or fourth section to view together.  Here are
a few helpful hints:  If the group is interested in the civil unions piece (Chapter 4),
first screen the chapter on religious marriage in Israel (Chapter 7) to give some
context and Ôround it outÕ.  If the group is interested in Masorti and Reform
Judaism (Chapter 9), first screen the piece on the Israeli Chief Rabbinate
(Chapter 2) for context.  Also, I often mark the final chapter of the film (Chapter
10 Ð Visions and Ideas) as Ôoff limitsÕ during single programs as it creates too
much of an incentive for audience members to stop thinking.  Let them
brainstorm and share their visions and ideas with you instead of adopting
someone elseÕs!

Finally, Faces of Israel is not a journalistic or partisan piece.  Help your audience
understand that Israel is a young and changing state.  Help your students step
into someone elseÕs shoes and play devilÕs advocate when answering questions.
Allow your group to realize that many of these issues are not black and white,
and that it would be a disservice to everyone to over-simplify the questions and
solutions.

This packet contains many resources and pointers for you to succeed in your
program.  I am passionate about Israel education and I am here for you as a
resource.  If you have any questions or would like to chat about your groupÕs
particular needs, please contact me at director@facesthemovie.com

Thank you and enjoy!

Warmest Regards,

Amy Beth Oppenheimer

Director, Faces of Israel
www.facesthemovie.com
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS & EDUCATOR RESOURCES
SAMPLE

*** Faces of Israel is ideal for any educational setting, whether introductory Israel
programming at Hebrew schools or nuanced dialogue and discussion at
synagogue events. Faces of Israel is also a great fit for the casual viewer and for
university students interested in Jewish studies or political science.

The film is divided into themed chapters and can be easily tailored for individual
audiences. The following is a list of suggested review and discussion questions,
as well as additional resources for programming directors or any viewer
interested in engaging in thought-provoking discourse.  Please note that while
Faces of Israel covers a wide range of topics, it does not claim to
comprehensively provide Òthe answersÓ to the questions outlined below.  ***

Facts and Figures:  High-Level Background Information

o Israel was founded in May 1948 as both a Jewish and a democratic state.
Israel is a parliamentary democracy without a constitution. Instead of a
constitution, its grounding principles are found in the Basic Laws of Israel
(see !Additional Resources" section).

o Around the time of Israel"s founding, one of the arguments against the
adoption of a formal constitution came from religious Jews who opposed
having a Jewish state answering to any Òhigher authorityÓ other than the
Bible.

Titles and Clarifications: Terms Used in the Film
SAMPLE

o The Israel Movement for Progressive Judaism can be compared to the
Reform movement in America.  Congregation Kol HaNeshama is !an active
and vibrant center for Progressive Judaism" in Jerusalem.
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o Masorti Judaism  literally means !traditional Judaism".  It is an extension of
and is similar to the Conservative movement in America.

o Dati LiUmi  literally means !national religious" and can be compared to the
Modern Orthodox community in America.

Things to Think About (Sample Openers)
SAMPLE

***  Not sure where to begin?  Use any of the starters below to set the tone for
your program.  ***

o Has anyone in your group ever been to Israel?  Has anyone lived in Israel?
Does anyone have family or friends living there?  Are there any Israelis in
the room?

o Israel was founded as a Jewish and democratic state.  What are some of
the democratic bodies of the state?  (e.g. Israeli Supreme Court and
Parliament)  What could be perceived as some of the Jewish or Jewish
religious bodies of the State?  (e.g. Israeli Chief Rabbinate)

o What are some of the different ways of defining Jewishness or answering
the question !who is Jewish"?

True / False Statements (Openers)
SAMPLE

*** You can find a handful of true/false statements below, along with the
factual information that supports and explains the statement.  Several of
these statements touch on the complexities inherent within the Jewish
State.

If you are working with an audience that is younger or less connected to the
nuances of Israeli society, create your own openers and True/False
statements!  All you need to do is skim the section above (Facts & Figures)
and re-frame the sentences as true/false statements.  ***

1. You must have a Jewish mother in order to qualify for the Law of Return and
gain Israeli citizenship.

o False.  The definition of Jewishness used by the Law of Return stems
from World War II Ð if you were ÒJewish enoughÓ to be persecuted by
Nazi Germany, then you are ÒJewish enoughÓ to emigrate to Israel
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and become a citizen.  Therefore, anyone with a single Jewish
grandparent qualifies.

2. There is no public transportation in Israel on the Sabbath.

o False.  Public transportation on the Sabbath is a complex issue and
decision that varies throughout the country.

o There are no Egged buses on the Sabbath in Jerusalem and in
particular religious enclaves, however there are several inter-city
buses and there is public transportation in Haifa and the North.

Discussion Questions
SAMPLE

*** A key component to Faces of Israel programming is reflection and thoughtful
discussion.  Use the questions below to engage your group and help them
explore issues of identity, religious observance, democracy, tolerance, pluralism
and more. ***

Chapter 1: Introduction

1. Who was David Ben Gurion and what was his background?

2. If David Ben Gurion could see modern-day Israel, do you think he would

agree or disagree with the way that Israel balances synagogue and state?

Why?  How?

Chapter 2: Israel as a Jewish State

1. What is the Right of Return?  Why was it enacted?  Do you agree or

disagree with its general premise?

2. Should there only be Jewish symbols and national anthem in the Jewish

state?  Should minorities in Israel also have national symbols?
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3. Explore how the Sabbath is celebrated differently throughout the country.

(e.g. Stores closing down in Jerusalem for a ÔtraditionalÕ Sabbath vs. a ÒTel

Aviv ShabbatÓ in a cafŽ and on the beach)

Chapter 3: Role of the Israeli Chief Rabbinate

1. What are the responsibilities of the Israeli Chief Rabbinate?  Which do you

think are the most important?

2. What is the Status Quo agreement?  How was it important in shaping the

State of Israel?

3. In the film, Rabbi Yona Metzger mentions that many leaders view him as

the Chief Rabbi of the entire world.

¥ Do you agree that many people view the Chief Rabbis of Israel as

the leaders of world Jewry?

¥ Does the Ashkenazi Chief Rabbi represent your views?

¥ Does someone need to share your views in order for them to

represent you?

Chapter 8: Masorti and Reform Judaism in Israel

1. What is religious pluralism?  What does it mean to you?

2. What legal rights are the Masorti and Reform movements in Israel

currently entitled to?  What privileges have they been denied that

Orthodox synagogues and institutions are allowed?

3. What educational options are offered by the Masorti and Reform

movements in Israel?
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Additional Resources

SAMPLE

*** Part of creating your own Faces of Israel event is deciding what resources to
share with your group to supplement the film.  Select from the articles and
websites below or share one of your own choosing.   Enjoy!  ***

These resources are not included in the educational materials sample.  They
include organization websites, educational resources, articles and opinion pieces
on categories including conversion, civil marriage, pluralism and much more.


