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Rabbinate and State

by Milta Agav Orchei - Monday, March 23rd, 2009

For those of us who live in the U.S. and who, at least in this country, are committed to the ideal of separation of
church and state- it is odd to see our own religion so deeply intertwined in the workings of a Democratic Jewish
state. In her first documentary, Amy Beth Oppenheimer explores the role of the Rabbinate in Israeli life, mostly
in terms of what it means for marriage. Her Film, Faces of Israel raises provocotive questions- What is the role
of the Rabbinate? Who should be included in it? What are the alternatives to it? Should Israel allow Same-sex
or secular Civil Unions? Her presentation, in the form of a series of interviews, is surprisingly evenhanded, and
broad in scope. She allows her subjects, who range from rabbinic leaders to average Israeli citizens, to speak for
themselves. That even-handedness is the strength of this movie, and I hope it will inspire viewers to hear the
many disparate voices in this conversation.

Faces of Israel opens Tues. March 24th at the Riverdale Y and will be followed by a panel discussion. Tickets
can be purchased in advance at www.facesthemovie.com, or at the door.
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"I may attack a certain point of view which I consider false, but I will never attack a person who preaches it. I have always a high regard for the individual who is honest
and moral, even when I am not in agreement with him. Such a relation is in accord with the concept of kavod habriyot, for beloved is man for he is created in the image
of God." —Rav Joseph Soloveitchik
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Events

Mar 30

Mar 31

Birthright Israel NEXT presents Monologu...... @ The Triad Theater

Apr 2

THE ROAD TO FREEDOM: DJ CHEB I SABBAH he...... @ New Eritrea
More Events »

Want your event listed? Add it to Upcoming.org and shoot us a link via e-mail.

Recent Comments

Joe Jew on Tourists in Israel, Tourists in Judaism @9:58 pm

Kung Fu Jew on File this one under: barf! @7:48 pm

Kung Fu Jew on Israel does something right! @7:44 pm

Kung Fu Jew on Tourists in Israel, Tourists in Judaism @7:39 pm
feygele on Tourists in Israel, Tourists in Judaism @6:38 pm

dlevy on Tourists in Israel, Tourists in Judaism @6:23 pm

Kung Fu Jew on Tourists in Israel, Tourists in Judaism @6:14 pm

Desh on Western Wall rabbi not aware of rampant hypocrisy @5:19 pm
stevieq on Israel does something right! @4:30 pm
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¢ noah on Western Wall rabbi not aware of rampant hypocrisy @4:28 pm

Featured Posts

¢ An Open Letter to Rabbi Steve Gutow: An Unaffiliated Jew’s response to “Why We Need a Liberal Israel

Lobby”

e How do Jews look? MJI'’s new video feature takes a look

e February Madness 2009!!!

e Call to protest: Oppose warmongers and haters on both sides
e The Shministim, noncooperation and the bombing of the Islamic University of Gaza

e Had it up to here A with multifaith family stereotypes
o Safeguarding Jewish universalism in times of terror

e Zeek and Jewcy Join Forces in major Independent Jewish Media Partnership
¢ Jewschool Exclusive: Machon Schechter slams its students
e Homophobia and Hypocrisy: Yeshivah High School Reunion Politics

More »
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Campus]

Canonist

Daily Shvitz

Dov Bear

Failed Messiah
Faithhacker

Jerusalem Syndrome
Jewbiquitous

Jewess

Jewesses With Attitude
Jewlicious

Jewtastic

ISpot

JVoices

Kosher Eucharist

Mah Rabu

Meretz Blog

Mixed Multitudes
Muzzle Watch

New Voices

NIForum

Orthodox Anarchist
Oy Bay!

Radical Torah
Rootless Cosmopolitan
South Jerusalem

The Jew & The Carrot
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o The Kvetcher
o Weird Jews
For more links, visit our Community directory.
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